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A note from the Auditor 
 

I am glad I said yes to the role of auditor. While the year was challenging at 

times, it was also incredibly rewarding. The lead up to events and delegating 

responsibilities and making decisions was often draining, but it was so worth 

it to witness the transformation in people’s hearts as they took a step closer 

to Christ. Our society is different to other societies in that it is not a hobby or 

interest, our faith is our way of life. Catholicism is so much more than going 

to mass on Sunday’s or making your communion; being a practising Catholic 

means committing to a countercultural lifestyle. It means sacrifice, trust, 

faith, hope, obstacles, but most importantly – love.  

 

The event I am most proud of organising as auditor is the Glencomeragh 

retreat in November. I brought thirty people to the countryside of Waterford 

for a weekend of faith, fun and friendship. I was blessed with the opportunity 

of seeing someone move from the depths of despair to mountains of joy 

through finding out that they were a beloved child of God. Being able to 

contribute to bringing people from the mundane tasks of everyday life into a 

deeper found joy of knowing that they have a purpose, that they are loved, 

and that they are worth dying for, means more to me than words can 

describe.  

 

I am so thankful for being given this opportunity to lead, to grow, to make a 

difference. Praise God for all the wonderful people I met this year and all the 

experiences I have encountered.  
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Committee 17/18 
 
Auditor                              Áine Lee 

Junior Treasurers               Mikolaj Sidor & Ivan Mather 

Secretaries                         Roger Berkeley & Samuel Chan 

Events officer                    Jason Conroy 

Liturgical officer               Elaine Dunleavy 

Music officer                     Keelin Flynn 

PRO Officer                      Jesvin Jimmy 

OCMs                                Ruth Brennan, Lauren McElwaine, 

                                           Una Mary McCarthy Deering, 

                                           Maria Riney, Fiona Clancy. 

 

 

 

 

Semester 2 Core Team 
 

Áine Lee, Jason Conroy, Ivan Mather, Ruth Brennan 

Una Mary McCarthy Deering, Samuel Chan 
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Overview of Society’s Events 
 
Semester 1 
Freshers week 
Welcome Evening 
Youth 2000 prayer meetings 
Theology on Tap 
Fr John Harris talk 
Food4Body, Food4Soul 
Healing night - Eddie  
Glencomeragh retreat 
 
Semester 2 
SLS18 
Edinburgh Trip 
Christianity week  
Saint Valentine’s Ball 
Silent Retreat 
Jordan Peterson talk 
Dr Daniel de Haan talk 
Relay for Life 
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Freshers Week 

18th-22nd September 2017 
 

 

 

During this week, each member of the group took turns to represent the 

society at the freshers stand, and there were always two members there. We 

offered tea, coffee and homemade biscuits to the students we spoke to. We 

told students about exciting upcoming events and to come along to free 

dinner followed by a prayer meeting on Monday nights! We also distributed 

society cards to new members. Overall, it was a really fun week talking to 

fellow students about the Newman society- a society that we’re all proud to 

be a part of! 
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Welcome Evening 

20th September 2017 

This year welcome evening was held successfully on week 2 in September! It 

was great to see some old members from previous years and lots of newbies 

this year. Thanks be to God, people continue to come for fellowship, worship 

and thanksgiving. We started with our usual free dinner. People feel 

comfortable and get to know everyone new. FOCUS missionaries came to join 

us as well. They gave a big boost and strengthen our sense of community, as 

well as being genuine friends with all of us!  
 

 

 

After the beautiful 

dinner, we had a 

game of MAFIA. 

Everyone enjoyed 

that very much. No 

one feel left out or 

awkward during the 

night. The Christian 

values that Newman 

society uphold help 

us to see everyone 

as Christ sees us, as 

beloved children. We 

welcome everyone, regardless of their background, ethnicity, race, religion, to 

our family. We hope to convey the Good News that The Lord has proclaimed 

for 2000 years in this campus and re-evangelize the Irish people who are in 

need of God at this time of history. 
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Youth 2000 Prayer Meeting 

Monday 11th September-Monday 23rd April 

The Newman society is the only society in UCD to offer a weekly free dinner 
to all it’s members. This time is the perfect opportunity for students to 
engage with one other, discuss faith and non-faith related issues and to 
develop great friendships. The atmosphere is relaxed and casual. It sets the 

scene for people to talk openly to 
each other and enjoy each 
other’s company. 
 
 All dinners are home cooked in 
the chaplaincy by students. The 
cooking rota which we have in 
place gives each member of the 
committee a chance to take on 
the responsibility of cooking for 
one week during the term, which 
is a satisfying and rewarding task 
to have completed for the benefit 
of all members of the society. 
Meal time in the chaplaincy was 
found to be an enjoyable 
experience for all. It was a great 
chance to come together and also 
presented the opportunity for 
people to talk about their faith. 
The meal time was particularly 

importance for those who were unsure about the catholic faith. Meal time 
was open for anybody to attend. It welcomed people to talk about God and 
their religious beliefs over dinner and allowed us to discuss openly without 
feeling rejected by anyone. 
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Meal time was swiftly followed by our prayer meeting which involved 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Gospel reading, praise and worship and 
the Rosary. Most weeks this included a reflection on the Gospel given by a 
priest. The Gospel reading would have been one from the previous Sunday. 
The purpose of this was to remind people of what the Gospel reading had 
been and so that it could inspire people to live out that Gospel for the rest of 
the week. The Gospel reflection allowed us to gain a deeper understanding of 
Christ’s words and actions and what we can do in our life to do as He is 
asking us.  
 
The music was a 
beautiful addition to 
Eucharistic adoration. 
Singing praise and 
worship songs is another 
form of prayer, it moves 
our hearts closer to God 
and helps us to focus on 
His presence in the room. 
It is uplifting and helps 
us to feel more grateful 
to our Lord for the gifts 
which He has given to us. 
The Rosary is a very 
powerful prayer. Its benefits are amplified when said in a group of people. 
Each decade contains one mystery where we meditate on an event in the life 
of our Lord. After the rosary is said each student is given the chance to 
mention a special intention that they would like to pray for, aloud or in 
silence. The prayer meeting lasts about an hour in total and is concluded 
with disposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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Theology on Tap 
 

28th September, 12th October 2017 
 

Here are 
some 
pictures 
from one of 
our 
Theology on 
Tap’s this 
year in 
October 
2017. What 
a witness 
walking 
into the 
college 

clubhouse with three sisters of the Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus! We learned 
about Mother Clelia and how she remained faithful despite all the obstacles she 
encountered, all over a few pints and chips. It was really cool hanging out with the sisters 
after their talk and getting to know them in a relaxed environment.  

 
 

We also had Rónán from Youth 2000 
in one night to lead us in a discussion 
on Aquinas and Aristotle’s takes’ on 
friendship. We threw a bit of Tolkien 
into a healthy discussion on 
authenticity and selflessness. We 
stayed till closing for late night chats 
and DMC’s. 
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John Harris on the Problem of Evil 
18th October 2017 

 

This year we started our collaboration with the Washington DC based 

Thomistic Institute, with the goal of bringing prestigious intellectuals from 

both Ireland and abroad to speak at UCD on matters of faith and philosophy. 

Our first talk featured the well- known Dominican friar Fr John Harris, who 

gave a philosophical explanation of why a good God would allow suffering 

and evil to exist in the world. 

The argument often used to disprove God goes like this: If a loving, all-

powerful God existed, then he would use his power to prevent evil in the 

world. But evil exists in the world - therefore, there is no loving, all-powerful 

God. 

Fr John pointed out how this argument assumes that no good can come out of 

an evil - something that experience tells us is untrue. Everyone can think of 

situations when evil and suffering have paradoxically led to something good, 

even to happiness. ‘No pain no gain.’ Giving birth, getting a good grade in an 

exam, losing weight, breaking an addiction - all of these require some amount 

of suffering from us, and yet we know that the suffering is worth it.  
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It is reasonable, then, that maybe an all-powerful, all-loving God could allow 

evil to exist, so that something good could be brought out of it - something so 

good, that all of the world’s suffering will have been ‘worth it.’ 

 

Ending on that hopeful note, we had 15 minutes of Q&A, followed by pizzas 
and chats in the Chaplaincy. All in all, it was a night full of laughs, with banter 
and deep existential discussion in equal parts, and attended by fresh faces 
and society stalwarts alike. 
 

We later invited Fr John back for a smaller seminar-style session, where he 
gave us an overview of Thomas Aquinas’s famous masterpiece, the Summa 
Theologiae. Some very wide-ranging theological discussion followed, 
including the nature of angels, the secret to happiness, and how to approach 
the sacraments. This was all accompanied by dominos pizzas and tea, 
resulting in a pleasant and profound evening, and we will certainly be 
inviting Fr John back to UCD again. 
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Food4Body, Food4Soul 
25th October, 6th April 

 
 

Here’s a photo from the 
event! 
 

This event is a time where 
those from all the different 
Christian societies on 
campus unite for food and 
fellowship. Typically, it 
comprises of a time for 
prayer and worship (the 
food for the soul), followed 
by a dinner as prepared by 
the chaplaincy (the food for 
the body!). Societies within 

the chaplaincy take turns to hold this event. 
  
Newman Society had the privilege of holding the event twice this year in 
October 2017 and February 2018. In October, as it was the 500th anniversary 
of the Catholic-Protestant schism, the theme was Christian unity. Mikolaj, a 
member of the committee, spoke about how there is more that unites 
Catholics and Protestants than that which divides us, and that’s what we 
should focus on because there is strength in unity. Music was provided by 
Keelin, the music officer, and Katie, from FOCUS, and those present joined in 
singing, which really lifted the atmosphere of the room. Food was provided 
by the chaplaincy, and students from different societies were talking and 
eating together. All in all, while attendance wasn’t as high as previous Food 
for Body, Food for Soul events, it was a peaceful night that did exactly what it 
was intended to do- unite Christians through faith and food! 
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Eddie Stone – Healing Night 
 

3rd October 2017 
 
 
 

 
 

On October 3rd Newman Society welcomed Galway’s own Eddie Stone. Eddie 

is a layperson who has been blessed with healing gifts. Eddie addressed the 

crowd present, explaining his personal journey of growing to know the Lord, 

some of the lives he has affected and miracles that he has seen occur. 

Following a question and answer session, Eddie lead a healing service. He 

prayed individually over all present, taking the time to listen to individual 

concerns and pray about them. There was a time for personal reflection, with 

gentle music being played in the background. The night as whole was 

transformational with many hearts moved and uplifted.  
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Glencomeragh Retreat 
 

17th-19th November 2017 
 

 
 
 
Glencomeragh retreat was definitely a highlight of the year for me. Fr Patrick 
Cahill led 30 of us on a beautiful retreat of faith, fun and friendship. The 
schedule consisted of daily prayer, inspiring talks, powerful testimonies, 
amazing music, and plenty of time to chill out and meet new people. The 
theme of the retreat was ‘Bound for Heaven’ and it was so incredible to 
witness people come to the realization that we were made to become great 
saints. 
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We asked people to describe the weekend in three words. One person wrote: 
‘Restored-my-faith”. 
 
I don’t think I can articulate what those words meant to me. It truly was a 
weekend of pure joy. It was such a blessing and honour to contribute to 
bringing people into a community of pure love and friendship. I think it 
reminded us all of what is most important in life and brought us to a deeper 
understanding of what we are made for. We all left feeling refreshed and 
energised, ready to take on the world! Praise God!! 
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SLS18 
 
     2nd-6th January 2018 
 
In January, 12 Newman Soc members travelled together with the FOCUS 
missionaries, Fr Leon and friends from other universities to Chicago for 
FOCUS’s biennial Student Leadership Summit. The group met up and stayed 
in a beautiful house together for the days leading up to the conference, and it 
was an amazing bonding experience. We all got to know each other much 
more and shared lots of laughs and memorable moments (such as relaxing in 
an outdoors hot tub in -18 degrees!). We got to spend time as a group 
sightseeing around Chi City, visiting Cloud Gate (colloquially known as the 
Underwhelming Bean) and the Art Institute of Chicago (which was 
incredible).  
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The conference began on the 2nd and lasted 
until the 6th. Every day we had Mass, 
perpetual Adoration, talks from the most 
influential and renowned Catholic 
commentators and theologians in the world, 
and group sessions where we had the 
opportunity put what we had learned that day 
into practice by teaching our peers. The theme 
of the conference was everything 
Evangelisation - what it is, how we can put it 
into practice, and how we can teach others.  
 
We learned about FOCUS’s (and Jesus’s, it 
turns out) model of Spiritual Multiplication 
and received keynote addresses on it from 
giants such as Bishop Robert Barron, Edward 
Sri, Sister Bethany Madonna and Fr Mike 
Schmitz. Matt Maher performed a concert 
which was lit, Cardinal Blase Cupich 
celebrated the final Mass and Jim Caviezel turned up out of nowhere and 
gave a speech that had every person in the room ready to take on all the 
secularism in the world and then some! We could not have asked for more! A 
highlight for many of our attendees was the exposition and benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament in front of the 7000 students present. It was an 
incredibly moving experience where Jesus’s real presence was felt and 
known.  
 
Sadly, as all good things do, the conference came to an end. We said goodbye 
to our new friends and set out with Our Lord’s mission printed on our hearts. 
Every single attendee from Ireland attained a wealth of knowledge, but more 
importantly, we all in our own way had a special and very real encounter 
with Jesus during that week. We all came back on fire, eager to continue 
striving for holiness, and excited to share the Good News with our friends.  
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Edinburgh Trip  
15th-18th January 2018 
 

Underground tours, snowball fights and 
pub karaoke, great food, great scenery, 
and great big 
Scottish 
accents; 
That’s the 
long and 
short of 

Newman society’s January trip to Edinburgh, a 
beautiful old city on Scotland’s North-Eastern 
coast.  
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The old part of Edinburgh is two storeys high, 
and terraces upon terraces tower and plummet 
each side as you walk along.  We climbed the 
steep hill over the steep city at night, with only 
our phone lights to guide us; the slippery slope 
and the raging sea wind were worth the trouble 
when we got to see the city lights down below 
in every direction.  
 
A tour guide who claimed to have been dead for 
over 300 years showed us the vaults under the 
city, and a snowstorm covered the streets. No 
one is really sure where the name of the Sheep 
Heid Inn came from, and down on a lake at the 
outskirts of town we watched the sun set. 
 Not all of us could sing, but all of us tried on karaoke night in The Black Rose 
Tavern, where the standard of 
performance become more and more 
comical as the 
night went on. The 
trip was a success. 
Edinburgh is a city 
full of art and 
history and 
hipsters, and we’ll 
definitely go back there sooner or later. 

Amen. 
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Christianity Week 
 

5th-9th February 2018 
 
Christianity Week, both last year when it was first begun and this year, was 
an attempt to bring together all Christian denominations on campus at UCD 
in order to speak with one (stronger) voice of the truth, goodness and beauty 
of the Christian message. We took our inspiration from Jesus’ own words: 
‘that all may be one…so that the world may believe’ (John 17).  One of the 
major fruits of the week, therefore, was growth in unity between Christians 
of different traditions. 

 The cooperation 
of students in organising, preparing and implementing the plan – providing a 
steady supply of delicious cookies for our Café Koinonia, being available to 
approach and chat with the wave of students passing by daily, handing out 
flyers and inviting students to our various talks – and all this in a spirit of 
joyful celebration, most surely won the hearts and minds of many. We hope 
to continue year on year this modest effort - in the words of Pope Francis - to 
go out to the peripheries – in our case, to those who, in a largely secular 
environment, remain alienated from God and Church. 
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The week began with a commissioning ceremony, held in the church in UCD. 
Philip McKinley, DCU Chaplain, was guest speaker. Philip spoke about how 
great it was that all of us young people could come together to witness to 
Christian unity in UCD this week and that it was such an opportunity to show 
our Christian faith to the wider student body. He said that our common belief 

in Christ is what unites us. 

 
Each day we had Café 
Koinonia - serving free tea, 
coffee and homemade 
cookies to students in our 
student centre. There was 
bonding here between us 
as Christians and it was a 
witness to all who came by 
– we are here together as 
Christians, in this, 

Christianity Week, showing our unity by working together and by our 
openness to one another. It was also an opportunity to be among the general 
student population and talk to some about our faith. 
 
Our next guest speaker was John McAreavey, his talk entitled 
“Living with God’s Grace”. John spoke about how he always 
had faith in God; it was something constant and something 
that helped him through his grief after the loss of his wife, 
Michaela. He wondered why he didn’t feel angry, why he 
couldn’t feel vengeance. He felt that God was saying to him – 
“there is no room for that in your heart, I’m here”. His heart 
was so filled with God’s love that there was no room left for 
hatred. He said that he felt blessed, not cursed. 
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The greatest highlight of the week, for me, was the first Irish cinema 
screening of ‘Footprints – The Path of Your Life’. This is a beautiful film about 
the Camino de Santiago –  it vividly brought back to mind my own experience 
of the Camino and it is filled with God’s presence. The film also very much 
tied in with the idea of unity – the group of 10 young men learn that the 
journey is much better when they stay together. 
 
Following ‘Footprints’ was a Christianity Q&A with a panel comprising Scott 
Evans (UCD Chaplain), Prof. Stephen Gardiner (UCD Lecturer in 
Mathematics) and Ruth Brennan (UCD Chemistry student) - each brought a 
different and important dimension to the discussion. Questions were 
gathered from the general student body. One of these was “If I’m encouraged 
to praise God for the good in my life, why is God not at fault for the bad?” The 
combined answer of the panel was: What is good and what is bad? Following 
Christ is not a comfortable journey, there is pain and suffering involved - 
these things must be tolerated in order to find true life, the most wonderful 
things are often found after some very uncomfortable experiences. In the 
end, all of the bad will disappear and nothing but good will remain. When 
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asked about what the main obstacles to Christian unity are, the panel 
responded by saying that we should look rather at what can we do to achieve 
Christian unity and that praying for each other as Christian is the way 
forward towards unity. 
 
Our final speaker, Gerard Hanley - former professional soccer player and 
now working full-time with NET ministry, gave a talk on “Faith & Sport”. 
Gerard spoke about making the choice to leave behind his own personal 
dream and passion of professional soccer to follow God’s call into faith 
ministry. Ignatian spirituality was key for him in his decision making. He 
asked us to think about what we feel truly comfortable with, and to 
distinguish between this and that which makes us feel uncomfortable deep 
down, and to use this to guide us in our choices in life. 
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Saint Valentine’s Ball 2018 
 

February 3rd 2018 
 
Newman Society made their way down to County Galway for the annual 
Youth 2000 Saint Valentine’s Ball. A trip and half to be sure! 

The gals of the group all stayed in a beautiful chic air b and b while the lads 
stayed in the hotel where the ball was on…The Galway Bay Hotel. 
  
The trip down was an adventure in itself! Time to think, time to chat, time to 
pray! After a yummy lunch in Galway, we were back in our chic hideaway full 
of chatter! As one of the girls remarked, getting ready is legit one of the best 
parts! Cheese, wine, grapes, crackers, chilling out together…what more could 
we want! The bonding and the laughs that were had were fab! 

After quite a few mishaps i.e. buying ballgowns and other essential items, 
deciding on hairstyles, debates over how little/much tan, and so on…we 
were finally on our way! Mass was held before hand in a local Church which 
kickstarted the festivities! 
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The gals of the group arrived at the hotel… Let’s say fashionably late! 

With the gals looking stunning and the guys looking dapper, we entered and 
took seats at various tables! Delicious starters, mains and deserts followed! 
There was a super fun raffle too with loads of cool prizes! We all met 
amazing people throughout the night which is always so super!  

Then the band got going and delivered upbeat tunes…just perfect for 
dancing! Lots of swing dancing got under way and we even had a few slow 
dance songs in the mix! 
 
  
So after dancing and chatting the night/morning away we eventually left at 4 
am…but instead of the night finishing just like that…. we took off running 
from the hotel and ran in our heels across the road and into the ocean we 
went! That was one of the best moments of the night as we looked into the 
night sky, our dresses flowing and shouting Praise God!!! 
  
A few hours sleep later and we woke to have breakfast in Dela, a really funky 
restaurant with delicious food and hip atmosphere! 

We then went to Mass in the Cathedral and had time for Eucharistic 
Adoration! We also visited Nun’s Island Chapel where we offered up our 
prayers of thanks for the beauty of the weekend, the friendships we made 
and developed and ultimately the BEAUTY of LIFE!!! 
  
We strolled down the promenade and met up with friends along the way as 
we soaked up the sun and the views! 

We grabbed a quick bite to eat at Supermac’s and then caught the bus to 
Dublin, full of bubbly chatter! 
  
Gals n guys we had an absolute BALL! (Pun intended) 

Thanks to everyone for making this such a fun, prayerful and BEAUTIFUL 
weekend!!! 
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Silent Retreat in Rostrevor 
 

23rd-25th March 2018 
 

 
It is hard to articulate 
just how beautiful and 
renewing the silent 
retreat was. We are all 
so easily distracted by 
our studies and Exam 
schedules that it is 
difficult to find a quiet 
moment between you 
and God. 
 
 I initially thought I 

wouldn't be able to focus on anything other than how much work I would be 
coming home to. But as we went through the coming days I had never felt a 
greater sense of peace. The fact that the retreat does take place at such a busy 
time I think is essential. It gives you 
the opportunity to surrender 
anything and everything you have to 
God as well as leaving with 
friendships that will last a lifetime. It's 
impossible to understand how 
incredible this retreat is until you've 
experienced it for yourself. So go! Like 
the love of God it is truly 
irreplaceable! 
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Talk: A Catholic Take on Jordan Peterson 
 

6th March 
 
Jordan Peterson has been a phenomenon in the last year in the western 
world when he challenges political correctness and the Canadian 
government’s infamous Bill C-16. The clinical psychologist has been 
releasing a series of videos on youtube and his website which has been 
viewed over 40 millions times since its creation, but his fame has grown 
rapidly since his interview with Channel Four’s Cathy Newman in 
January. His book 12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos has reached the 
best-seller lists in Amazing.com in all English-speaking countries. 

 

Fr. Gavan Jennings, the editor of 
Catholic monthly “Position Papers”, 
came to give us a talk on Jordan Peterson 
and the compatibility to the Faith. Fr 
Gavan distilled it down to three things: 
his commitment to truth, his raw courage 
and his acknowledgement on suffering 
and evil. His commitment to truth which 
is not heard and seen much in this 

6century, especially on all the hot and controversial topics on marriage, 
contraception, abortion and gender ideology. “Not lying” is one of the 
rules in Peterson’s book. Based on psychological and medical facts, he 
pointed out the lies that left wing ideology is possessing. His courage could 
be observed over his videos in youtube when he was confronted in campus 
about the gender ideology. Also, Peterson did not ignore the meaning of 
life which is comprised with pain and suffering. That is why he attracted 
lots of young adults who need a ‘fatherly’ figure directing the way of life.  
 

We have a lot of new faces in this talk, most of them do not come to our 
regular meeting. Newman society hopes to show a new perspective how 
Catholic culture could impact this world. Catholics are not people who 
only sit in the church over hours, but also people who know, love and 
embrace the culture intellectually, philosophically and psychologically. 
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‘Is Free Will an Illusion?’ Dr Daniel De Haan 
 

10th April 
 

In another collaboration with the Thomistic Institute, Dr Daniel De Haan - 
neuroscientist, philosopher and lecturer at Cambridge University - came 
to speak at UCD this April at an event we co-hosted with the Philosophy 
Society. He spoke about Benjamin Libet’s experiment which purported to 
prove that ‘free decisions’ were actually controlled by anterior movements 
in the brain.  
 
 
In Libet’s experiment, a man 
watches a stopwatch while 
monitoring equipment records 
activity in his brain and in the 
muscles of his right arm. The 
man is instructed to 
spontaneously flex or jerk his 
hand when he feels the urge to, 
without planning ahead, and to 
record when the urge to move 
arose by noting the time on the 
stopwatch. The experiment 
records brain activity, corresponding with the muscle flex, BEFORE the 
decision to flex.  
 

Dr Daniel drew attention to a number of flaws in the experiment, as well 
as its admittedly limited scope. He pointed out that the experiment could 
not exist at all if the test subject had not rationally decided to attend, to sit 
still and to wait for an urge to flex to arise - if free will didn’t exist, we 
couldn’t make experiments to measure free will. Libet’s experiment only 
deals with very basic impulses, like sneezing, and not complex 
mathematical, logical, or values-based decision making - forms of decision 
making which determine the vast majority of human activity. According to 
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some, Libet’s experiment proved that human beings are not really in 
control of their own actions, but Dr Daniel de Haan proved otherwise.  
 
Afterwards, the members of the diverse 
audience - academics, tutors, graduates 
and post-graduates, SU hacks and society 
hacks, and everything in between - had the 
opportunity to discuss the topic over - you 
guessed it - more pizza.  
 

The same evening, committee members 
from Newman Soc and Philosophy Soc 
took Dr De Haan out to a nice Italian 
restaurant in Temple Bar, something 
which we hope to do for every 
international speaker we invite to UCD. 
Overall, the event was of a very high 
academic and intellectual standard, a 
standard which we hope to maintain 
throughout the rest of our speaker events 
in the future. 
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Relay for Life 

11th-12th April 2018 

We joined up with Livingstones and the 

FOCUS missionaries to have a Christian 

Society’s team for Relay. It’s a 24hour 

fundraiser for cancer at the football 

pitch across from the student centre. It 

was honestly the best 24 hours of my 

college experience. Such a witness of 

human connection, solidarity and 

adversity. It was also SO much fun, 

such a laugh and a great opportunity to 

hang with people from other societies. We played Quidditch with the Harry 

Potter society, Werewolf with the Gaming soc, sang songs in random tents 

with guitars, and danced in a sleep-deprived silent disco. What an 

experience!  
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Finances 

Income and Expenditure Account 
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Pr, Communications and Public Image 
 
 

One of the first decisions made by the new committee was to revamp the 
social media platforms, particularly our Facebook page @UCDNewman 
Society. The need for a new logo was identified and so we went back to the 
drawing board to kick start the new academic year on fire!  

                                           

 Old logo       New logo 
 

All events were advertised and updated on our Facebook page to reach out to 
our members and to the wider UCD community. In the second semester we 
also made the decision to share our events and photos on Instagram as well. 
The responses received were quite stunning. Our welcome evening post back 
in September reached more than a thousand and was by far our highest 
performer on social media. We also received great responses for events such 
as Theology on Tap which had a great turn out on the day. On average the 
likes and reaches circulated around the 300-400 mark.  
 

Apart from social media, the traditional thursday morning poster runs were 
also utilised to “spread the news” around campus. Some of the designed 
posters can be seen in the following pages. We also handed out flyers at 
freshers event inviting and updating all the different events that was  lined 
up throughout the semester.  
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Most reached Facebook posts 
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Some of our Posters 
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